
Thank you for joining us for today’s webinar!

Check Audio: Click “Mic & Speakers” to use computer audio 
or Telephone to call conference line

To Ask Questions: Use the “Chat” feature in control panel Note: 
This webinar is being recorded, 

all webinar registrants will 
receive a link to view the 
webinar and slides used



Webinar: New Florida 
Degree Attainment Rate Data Release
FLORIDA COLLEGE ACCESS NETWORK



About the 
Florida College Access Network
Our Mission: To create and strengthen a statewide network that catalyzes and supports 
communities to improve college and career readiness, access, and completion for all students.

Our Vision: At least 60% of working-age Floridians will hold a high-quality post-secondary 
degree or credential by the year 2025.



Florida CAN’s Guiding Values
College is postsecondary education

College readiness is career readiness

College is for everyone

College is a public good

Reaching Goal 2025 will require collective action



About the data
U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey

Ongoing survey that samples about 3.5 million addresses per year

Fully implemented in 2005

Collects data on wide range of demographic, social, economic and housing characteristics

Publishes annual estimates for approximately 7,000 geographic areas and population groups

www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/


About the data
U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey

ACS survey requests highest level of education attained in its 
questionnaire (sample to the right)

2013 1-year estimates published today

2013 3-year estimates published late October

2013 3-year estimates published early December

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/data_main/

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/data_main/


Why is degree attainment important?

http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/research-and-data/

Since the 1970s the workforce has increasingly shed 
physical and repetitive jobs in favor of jobs requiring 
strong communications, problem-solving and 
technological skills that lead to increased quality, 
efficiency and innovation.

Florida-based LeRoy Collins Institute says as Baby Boomers 
retire and pave the way for new job opportunities, our 
state’s economic prosperity will rest on our ability to 
develop the talent level of our future generations.

Both the state’s and individuals path to upward mobility 
rests on our ability to increase access to postsecondary 
education and training opportunities. 



Labor economists predict trend will continue 
into the future

http://cew.georgetown.edu/recovery2020

Georgetown University’s Center on Education and the 
Workforce predicts 65% of Florida jobs by 2020 will 
require education beyond high school

“By 2020, 65% of all jobs will require postsecondary 
education and training, up from 28% in 1973”

“Jobs will return, but not everyone will be ready for them”

“The only thing more costly than having a college degree 
is not having a college degree”

“The highest job growth post-recession has been for those 
with some college experience or better”



Data dashboard released this summer

https://public.tableausoftware.com/views/FloridaCollegeAccessNetworkCoreMetrics/DegreeAttainment?:embed=y&:showVizHome=no#1



New Degree Attainment Rates

2013

Adults 25-64

Florida: 38.6% (up 0.5%)

United States: 40.0% (up 0.6%)

Young Adults 25-34

Florida: 38.7% (up 0.8%)

United States: 41.6% (up 1.5%)

2012

Adults 25-64

Florida: 38.1%

United States: 39.4%

Young Adults 25-34

Florida: 37.9%

United States: 40.1%



Where are we now?

4.1%

7.5%

28.6%

21.2%

10.7%

18.6%

9.3%
Less than 9th grade

9th to 12th grade, no
diploma

High school graduate, GED,
or alternative

Some college, no degree

Associate's degree

Bachelor's degree

Graduate or professional
degree

Degree attainment notes:

38.6% of working-age adults 
(25-64) had a 2-year degree or 

higher in 2013

21.2% had some college but 
no degree (2.1 million adults)



Data dashboard for all states released today

https://public.tableausoftware.com/views/U_S_DegreeAttainmentRates2013/EducationalAttainmentintheUS?:embed=y&:display_count=yes&:showVizHome=no#1

For link visit:
https://twitter.com/TroMiller

Florida now ranks 30th in nation in degree 
attainment (29th in 2012)

https://twitter.com/TroMiller


Where are we now?
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Degree Attainment Rate 5-Year Trend

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

1 year change:
0.5% increase is 26th

highest in the nation

5-year change:
2.2% increase is 14th

highest in the nation



Where are we now?
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Positive trends in degree attainment

Degree production up 26.5% 
over past five years

In total, Florida colleges and 
universities awarded 57,902 
more certificates, AA and BA 

degrees in last 5 years

Most increase represented in 
associate’s degree level at 

Florida College System 
institutions



Room for improvement

Among top 100 
metro areas in the 

U.S….

Only 1 Florida metro 
area ranks in top 50

(2012 ACS data)



Room for improvement

Degree Attainment by 
Age Range

Degree attainment rates 
for young adults in 

Florida are nearly the 
same as older adults, 

while younger adults in 
the U.S. have surpassed 

their older peers

(2013 ACS data)
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For more on Florida’s degree attainment rate

http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/research-and-data/

Read July 2014 data brief and data dashboard searchable 
by county, age range, racial/ethnic group, year, etc.



Our July 2014 recommendations

http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/research-and-data/

Use data effectively to inform state and local policies and 
strategies

Provide incentives to keep more of our graduates in state

Expand our understanding and awareness of Florida’s 
postsecondary options

Help Floridians better understand higher ed “ROI data”

Focus on initiatives that focus on adults with some credit 
but no degree







Read our April 2014 policy brief on 
Bright Futures…



Our work is possible thanks to the generous contributions of our funding partners

Lumina Foundation 
for Education

Helios Education 
Foundation

University of South 
Florida

University of South 
Florida



Join the Goal 2025 Movement!
floridacollegeaccess.org

Twitter: @GOAL2025FLORIDA


