
Thank you for joining us for today’s webinar!

Check Audio: Click “Mic & Speakers” to use computer audio or 
Telephone to call conference line

To Ask Questions: Use the “Questions” feature in control panel Note: 
This webinar is being recorded, 

all webinar registrants will 
receive a link to view the 
webinar and slides used



How can we help students make better 
college decisions?
FLORIDA COLLEGE ACCESS NETWORK



About the 
Florida College Access Network
Our Mission: To create and strengthen a statewide network that catalyzes and supports 
communities to improve college and career readiness, access, and completion for all students.

Our Vision: At least 60% of working-age Floridians will hold a high-quality post-secondary 
degree or credential by the year 2025.



Florida CAN’s Guiding Values
College is postsecondary education

College readiness is career readiness

College is for everyone

College is a public good

Reaching Goal 2025 will require collective action



Today’s Presenter…

@NewAmerica @NewAmericaEd

#CollegeDecisions

Rachel Fishman
Senior Policy Analyst

New America | Education Policy Program
@higheredrachel @NewAmericaEd

http://www.edcentral.org/collegedecisions/





Rachel Fishman, Senior Policy Analyst, Education Policy Program

What do prospective students 

know about choosing and 

financing college?
Findings from The College Decisions Survey



New America’s College Decisions Survey

New America commissioned Harris Poll to survey prospective and recently-enrolled college 

students ages 16 to 40. We asked students about their opinions of student loan debt, how much 

money they’re planning to borrow for their undergraduate education, and how they will deal with 

repaying that debt. 

New America

n=1011

• U.S. residents ages 16-40 who do not have college degrees and who plan to enroll in a two-year or four-year 
college within the next 12 months

• Included individuals in their first semester of their first year at a two-year or four-year college (n=264 for 
recently-enrolled; n=747 for prospective students)

Online, administered by Harris Poll

Funded by Lumina Foundation

Data collected October-November 2014

URL of study: edcentral.org/tag/college-decisions-survey



Deciding to go to College: Financial Concerns Take Center 

Stage



What do students find important when choosing which college to attend? 

Cost, financial aid, and specific programs/majors.



When limited to choosing just their top three answers, students focused much more on 

cost.



When do students start the college search 

process?



There were differences in age for when students started their 

college search.



A majority of students planned on applying to more than one 

school.



Students planned to attend mostly in-person or a hybrid 

approach that blends online learning.



Students use many different sources to find more information about colleges.



Students vary in how helpful they found these sources of information.



Younger students used a wider array of information sources.



Students vary in their familiarity with financial aid.



Familiarity with financial aid also varies by race.



A majority of students expect they will receive financial aid.



Planning on/Expecting to receive aid by type and race



Low-income students are not familiar with the federal 

Pell Grant.

92%
of undergrads from households making under $50k 

who applied for federal aid are awarded Pell Grants.

Yet almost half of prospective and 

recently-enrolled students in this income 

bracket are unfamiliar with Pell.

A quarter said they had never heard of Pell 

before this survey.

48%



Students use many different sources for finding out 

information about financial aid.



Students vary on whether they found enough high-quality 

information about financial aid.



Net Price Calculators: Helpful but Unknown



Most students thought it was reasonable to borrow for their undergraduate education.



But many thought they would have to borrow more than what’s reasonable, especially 

depending on their age.



And they were relatively clueless when it came to understanding their monthly 

repayment.



They also did not appear to be thinking proactively about repayment.



Q & A
Type in your questions using the QUESTIONS function on GoToWebinar application

Rachel Fishman
Senior Policy Analyst

New America | Education Policy Program
@higheredrachel @NewAmericaEd@NewAmerica @NewAmericaEd

#CollegeDecisions

http://www.edcentral.org/collegedecisions/



Visit floridacollegeaccess.org to learn more about 
College Application Month and CGS!Florida host site registration for 2016

Sign up to host College Goal Sunday event in 2016! 
Visit www.navigatingyourfinancialfuture.org 

for more information

Visit @GOAL2025Florida for updates and 
photos of schools participating in College App 

Week events this month



Our work is possible thanks to the generous contributions of our funding partners

Lumina Foundation 
for Education

Helios Education 
Foundation

University of South 
Florida

University of South 
Florida



Join the Goal 2025 Movement!
floridacollegeaccess.org

Twitter: @GOAL2025FLORIDA


