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Questions & Conversation

• Submit your questions in the chat box

• Share on social media
@FLCollegeAccess

#CollegeReadyFlorida

#FAFSAFL

This webinar is being recorded; all materials will be available within a week of 
recording
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Florida College Access Network

Our mission: To create and strengthen a statewide network that 
catalyzes and supports communities to improve college and 
career readiness, access, and completion for all students

Our vision: At least 60% of working-age Floridians will hold a 
high-quality postsecondary degree or credential by the year 2025



Local College Access Networks in Florida



FCAN’s Research, Data, & Policy Work

• Produce student-centered research & policy 

analysis 

• Clearinghouse for college and career 

readiness, access and completion data

• Develop local, state and national 

partnerships and policy alignment around 

degree attainment

http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/2017/09/26/fcan-releases-new-degree-attainment-profiles-for-all-67-florida-counties/


College Ready Florida



FAFSA Challenge Overview

• 290 schools registered in 37 counties

• Began on October 1, ends on March 
31

• Challenge: Increase FAFSA 
Completion 5% over previous year

• Winner’s Categories:
• MVP

• Most Improved

• *New* 50/50 Club 

• FAFSA Champions



Hosting FAFSA Events
• Schools, LCANs, and community partners can host FAFSA 

completion events

• FAFSA completion and college application completion efforts 
can be combined



FAFSA Submissions vs Completion

• Parent/student signatures missing from FAFSA or web 
application

• Dependent students: Social Security Number, Date of Birth, or 
Last Name missing for one or both parents

• Missing marital status and/or number of family members 
(household size)



FAFSA Verification

• Schools across the country are reporting that students are being flagged 
for verification at abnormally high rates

• Students flagged for verification will need to submit proof of income to 
every school they want a financial aid report from

• FAFSAs flagged for verification will be listed as “Completed” in student 
level data

• An asterisk* next to the Expected Family Contribution (EFC) on the Student 
Aid Report (SAR) indicates verification. 
• A “C” next to this number indicates the student has been flagged for citizenship



FAFSA Verification

• Students will have to complete a verification worksheet with each school

• Students/parents will need to request a copy of their tax return transcript 

• Students or parents who did not file will need a Verification of Non-Filing 
Letter

• Students and parents can use the Disaster Designation “Florida, Hurricane 
Irma” to waive fees for requesting transcripts

• Students should have the IRS send documents directly to them, rather than 
sending them to the schools



OSFA Resources

• Data Sharing Agreement

• Speakers Bureau

• Online financial aid overview video

• Train-the-Trainer

• FAFSA Lab training

• Visit www.NavigatingYourFuture.org or contact Jan Smith at 
jan.smith@fldoe.org for more information

http://www.navigatingyourfuture.org/
mailto:jan.smith@fldoe.org


FCAN Resources

• FAFSA Completion Toolkit
• Outreach/promotion strategies

• FAFSA resources from around the web

• FAFSA First Look Data Dashboard

• FAFSA Florida Challenge Data Dashboard

http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/about-the-florida-fafsa-
challenge/

http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/about-the-florida-fafsa-challenge/


What’s Different this FAFSA Season?

• US DOE data includes students up to 
age 19
• Thank you FCAN partners!!

• 2nd year of October start
• True week-to-week comparison data

• Hurricanes Irma and Maria



FCAN’s Florida FAFSA Challenge Dashboard

• Feature data from US DOE (FAFSA completions) and FL DOE 
(12th grade enrollment)

• Free interactive resource
• Track completions

• Evaluate progress vs. last year’s data

• Identify trends

• PDF printout 

• Downloadable data!



Dashboard Features

Filter by 

county



Dashboard Features

Filter by 

low-income 

rate



Dashboard Features

Filter by 

number of 

12th graders



A Look at Last Year’s FAFSA Cycle

• Florida FAFSA Challenge (October – March)
• 34.1% FAFSA completion rate vs. 25.0% in 2015-16

• $37 million more in Pell Grants!

• We’ve made great progress, but there’s still work to do
• 34th among all states in FAFSA completion

• Florida had 3rd highest year-to-year increase in FAFSA completion

• Florida is 4th highest in Pell-Grant eligible students



Early FAFSA Results

• Increase in 12th graders

• Using preliminary enrollment data
• Florida’s FAFSA completion is approximately 23.4%

• Difference between submitted vs. completed FAFSAs: 
5,763 applications

• Compared to this time last year
• Almost 300 high schools are ahead in FAFSA Completion

• 57% of districts are ahead in FAFSA Completion





































Save the Date!
2018 Florida College Access 

Network Summit

May 10th – 11th

Hyatt Regency Orlando

Featuring sessions on college access, 
affordability, success and completion

Registration opens in January 2018!



There’s Still Time - Register for the Challenge!

Who Can Register?

• Schools or districts

• Postsecondary institutions

• LCANs

• Community Organizations

Why Register?

• Get the latest updates

• Help us track our progress and 

connect participants with 

resources

http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org
/take-actionpartner-initiatives/

http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/take-actionpartner-initiatives/
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