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Preparing for College

Deci di ng What o Do AhgYeurOnptiang h




Choose Your Path!

There arethree main paths you can take after high school, depending on your future goalsfi education, service,
or work.

Career and technical education (CTE) programs help you learn skills to prepare for a
specific career, such as paramedic, aircraft mechanics, digital design, veterinary assisting,
culinary arts, etc. Local state colleges or technical colleges offer certificates for these types
of jobs.

You can earn a2-year associat e 6 s  dwhgh carehelp build a body of knowledge that
canprepareyouf or a career or further education.
healthcare or information technology/computer science can prepare you for work in

specific fields.

In Florida, many state colleges have formal 2+2 agreements  with local universities. These
relationships give you the option to complete the first two yearsof your bachel or
at a state college and the secondtwo years at a university. This can help families save
money on a four-year degree.
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You can completea4-year b a c h el or 0ts prepaegfor woek in fields like business,
education, or engineering. You can also continue on to graduate school for careers in
medi ci ne, l aw or other fields. yowilluidat of
broader body of knowledge that can offer more flexibility to change careers over time.

Some students enlist in the military , where you can receive ongoing training in specific
jobs that can translate to civilian work. You will also have the option to return to school
later using Gl Bill benefits.

You may choose to do a service program that allows you to explore your interests.
Organizations like AmeriCorps allow you to earn money for college through service.
AmeriCorps members participate in service programs such as disaster cleanup, home
building, and others.

SERVICE

After high school, you have the option to start . To increaseyour earning potential,
consider exploring , which provide on-the-job training and
education while earning a wage. You can also look into free training opportunitie s online or
through a local library.




College Exploration Resources

Use the following free resources to figure out what you might want to do after high school (and how
you can pay for it!).

FloridaShines

https://www.floridashines.org/

FloridaShines offers informationto explorec ar eer s and the education you
careers. You can also gplore Florida colleges and universitiesto find a program of interest to you .

GetSchooled

https://getschooled.com
GetSchooled offers a wide variety of test prep, financial aid, and college application resources.

myOptions

https://myoptions.org/

myOptions offers college and career planning tools and advice, as well as quizzes that can help you
identify the best fit and match college options for you . Your answers to the quizzeswill inform the
customized list of colleges for you to consider based on your academic profile.



https://www.floridashines.org/
https://getschooled.com/
https://myoptions.org/
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Finding the Right Fit
When considering colleges, it is important to research your options. This will help you choose a school
with features that fit your needs, interests, and talents.

Consider these factors when comparing schools:

Size Location

Colleges range in size. Some might be the Do you want to save money by living at
size of your high school, while others are the home? Do you want to go home on
size of a small town! weekends? Or do you want to be as far away

— as possible?
At a small school, you will likely take classes P
with 30 or fewer students. Classes at a big Do you want to go to school in a n urban
school could have as many as 500 students. area (city/town) where you can use public
Many classes at larger colleges are also transit? Or would you prefer a more quiet,
taught by graduate students. rural setting?
Big schools often have more services, These are all questions to consider when
programs, and activities available. By thinkingabout a school 0s

contrast, small schools may offer more
specialized programs and personalized
attention.

Culture Programs
Big schools often offer opportunities for Large schools usually offer a wide variety of
joining fraternities or sororities. These academic programs. This offers you
schools also may have nationally-recognized flexibility irdwhgtgoudr e noj
sports teams and a culture of school pride. want to study, or if you want to change your

major.

A smaller schod, however, may have a more ajo
supportive environment. You can check the I f youdre interested in
school s | ist of stud small school might offer more specialized
organizations to find your niche. programs with opportunit ies to work closely

with faculty earlier in your education.




The Perfect Match
What kinds of schools should | apply to?

Based on your academic record, you should apply to at leastone safety school , one reach school ,
and two match schools . Seepage 10 to learn how to use fee waivers to cover the cost of your

application.

Match Schools are schools you will likely be accepted to .
Match schools should be more selective than the safety schools you apply to. At a Match school,
your academic record shouldbes i mi | ar to that of the average ad

Reach Schools are schools you could be accepted to .
Reach schools are institutions that tend to have lower acceptance rates than other schools. At

these schools, your academic record may be onthe lower end compared to the average admitted
student.

What is my academic record?

There are several factors that impact your academic record, including your average high schoolgrade
point average (GPA), therigor of t he c¢cl asses youdve taken (Honor
your standardized test scores (ACT, SAT, etc.).



Application Checklist

Make sure you are meeting all of the requirements in applying to college:

V Decide on at least four schools you want to apply to: 2 match schools, 1 safety school, and 1
reach school.

V Make a note of all application deadlines, including priority scholarship deadlines.

V Request for your high school transcripts, midterm grade report, and standardized test scores
(ACT/SAT/PERTp be sent to each school. Talk
to your school counselor for help. Application Worksheet

V Request recommendation letters from teachers
or counselors early in the school year.

V  Write your personal essay and have someone

There is a lot of information you will
need to complete your college

proofread it. application.

V  Submit your Free Application for Federal To make sure you have everything you
Student Aid (FAFSA) need for applying, use the Application

V Fill out the online college application. Worksheet in the back of this guide.

Vv P'n'nt out the confirmation page or take a You may need help from your school
picture of it.

counselor or parents to answer all the

V Paythe application fee or send the fee waiver questions on this sheet.

(seepage 10to learn how to use fee waivers to
cover the cost of college applications).
Remember that your application is not considered complete until your application fee is paid,
or your fee waiver is received.

V If you do not hear from the college in 2 -3 weeks, cortact the admissions office to ensure your
materials were received.

Letters of Recommendation

A good letter of recommendation can help highlight strengths that are not reflected on the
rest of your application. To get a good letter, follow these tips:

x Reguest letters of recommendation from teachers or counselors you have a good
relationship with.
Request the letter at the beginning of the school year to give your recommender
plenty of time to write it.
Write thank-you notes for each recommender!




Essays are your opportunity tosharet h e

Writing the Essay

story

your

GPA and

Admissions officers want to get to know you as a person, so make sure to let your personality shine!

Tip
Research essay
requirements

Choose a topic that

will highlight your
strengths

Keep your focus
narrow and
personal

Show,

Use your own voice

Proofread

Remember

to

Dondot s

Do not wait until the last minute to
find out if you need to write an
essay.

Do not focus on the great aspects of
the college, the amount of
dedication it takes to be a doctor, or
the number of extracurricular
activities you have done.

Do not try to cover too many topics.
This will make the essay soundlike a
laundry list that does not provide
any details about you.

d o n 0 Do not state something about

yourself rather than sharing a story.
Forexample, saying, oI
surround myself with people with a
variety of backgrounds and

i nterests, 0 inste
story that shows this to be true.

Do not rely on phrases or ideas that
people have used many times
before. These could include
statements | i ke,
suffering in the world that | feel |
have to help peop
Do not turn your essay in without
proofreading it or relying only on

your ¢ o mp ucdhecktd tchs
mistakes.
bring your essay

Do0s

Check early to see what each college on
your shortlist requires. Take note of
essay topics, word limits, and formatting
requirements.

Share your personal story and thoughts.
Tell a specific story that highlights your
best qualities.

Focus on one aspect of yourself so the
readers can learn more about who you
are. Remember that readers must be
able to understand your main idea and
follow it from beginning to end. Ask a
parent or teacher to read just your
introduction and tell you what they
think your essay is about.

Include specific details, examples,
stories, and reasons to devel@ your
ideas. For the exampleto the left,
describe a situation when various types
of people surrounded you instead. What
did you do? What did you take away
from the experience?

Write about an experience that you had
and how it made you take action or how
it changed your thinking.

Ask a teacher or parent to proofread
your essay to catch mistakes. You
should also ask the person who
proofreads your essay if the writing
sounds like you.

wi t h rida Callege Appligation r

Campaign event! You can bring it on a USB drive, or email the essay to yourself.

S

extracurr
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Application Fee Waivers

Most colleges have an application fee of $30-$50. When complete your college application, if you
qualify for free or reduced -price lunch, you may be eligible to have the application fee waived. If you
are not sure whether you qualify, speak with your school counselor.

ACT College Application Fee Waivers

Eligibility: Students who used a fee waiver to take

COVID-19 Update!

the ACT exam. oDue t o t19disuptdny studlents
or counselors can submit the waivers directly
to the institution if obtaining both signatures

Access: School counselors should print the
necessary number of fee waivers and sign off on
student eligibility. Students must also sign the form.
Download the fee waiver here.

/s a hardship. Simply note that obtaining the
second signature constitutes a hardship, and
send the form directly to the admission

z

of fi ce. O

SAT College Application Fee Waivers
Eligibility: Students who used a fee waiver to take
the SAT exam or SAT subject test.

NACAC, 2020

Access: Students can access the fee waivers directly through their online College Boardaccount.
Students may use up to four fee waivers. Counselor approval is not required.Find more information
here.

National Association of College Admissions Counselors (NACAC)

College Application Fee Waivers
Eligibility: Students are eligible for up to four fee waivers if they meet at least one of these criteria:

1 The student used a fee waiver to take the SAT or ACT

The student is enrolled in a free or reduced-price lunch program

The student is enrolled in a program for low -income students (TRIO, Upward Bound)

The studentdés family qualifies for public ass
The student is a ward of the state

1 Other special circumstances outlined by the school counselor

== =4 4 =2

Access: School counselors must print the form and sign off on student eligibility. Download the form
here

Donot Forget!

The school will NOT consider your application complete until they receive your fee

waiver.
If you are not using a fee waiver, you will need a credit card to pay the application fee,
or can send a payment with cashierds check

10


https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/RequestForWaiverForm.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/about/benefits/college-application-fee-waivers
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/about/benefits/college-application-fee-waivers
https://www.nacacfairs.org/globalassets/college-fair--homepage/ncf-documents/learn/2018decfeewaiver-fillable.pdf
https://www.nacacfairs.org/globalassets/college-fair--homepage/ncf-documents/learn/2018decfeewaiver-fillable.pdf
https://www.nacacfairs.org/learn/fee-waiver/
https://www.nacacfairs.org/learn/fee-waiver/
https://www.nacacfairs.org/learn/fee-waiver/

School Name
Florida Atlantic
University (FAU)

Florida A&M University
(FAMU)

Florida Gulf Coast
University (FGCU)

Florida International
University (FIU)

Florida Polytechnic
University

Florida State University
(FSU)

New College of Florida

Waivers Accepted

ACT, SATNACAC

ACT, SATNACAC

ACT, SATNACAC

ACT, SAT, NACAC

ACT, SAT

ACT, SAT, NACAC

No application fee

Fee Waivers by School

How to Use the Waiver

Students should submit the application
without payment , then submit their fee

wai ver with their FAL
(from the application) either by email to
admissions@fau.edy or fax to 561-297-2758.
Apply online using the application for FL Fee
Waiver applicants. Attach the fee waiver prior
to submission.

Complete online application and answer
guestion about application fee waivers. If you
indicate that you qualify for a fee waiver,
send the application fee waiver form to
Undergraduate Admissions by email to
admissions@fgcu.edy or mail to:

Florida Gulf Coast University

Office of Undergraduate Admissions

10501 FGCU Blvd. S.

Fort Myers, FL 339656565

Upon reaching payment
c heck é Uplpadyoarmaiver to your
student portal on MyFIU or send it directly to

your admissions couns
website).
On the payment page,

waiver option. Submit the ACT or SAT fee
waiver to admissions@floridapoly.edu.
Submit part 1 of application. In part 2 of
application, upload a copy of your signed fee
waiver. The waiver may also be faxed to
850-644-0197, emailed to
admissions@fsu.edy or mailed to:

FSU Admissions

PO Box 3062400

Tallahassee, FL 32306
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mailto:admissions@fau.edu
mailto:undergrad@fgcu.edu
mailto:admissions@floridapoly.edu
mailto:admissions@fsu.edu

Fee Waivers by School (Cont.)

School Name
University of Florida (UF)

University of Central
Florida (UCF)

University of North
Florida (UNF)

University of South
Florida (USF)

University of West
Florida (UWF)

Waivers Accepted

ACT, SAT

ACT, SAT, NACAC

ACT, SAT

ACT, SATNACAC

ACT, SAT, NACAC

How to Use the Waiver

On the payment screen
payment o6 option. Mail
address on the application screen.

Submit application without payment.

Submit a written request and fee waiver via
email to myapplicationdocs@ucf.edu, or malil
to:

Office of Undergraduate Admissions

P.O. Box 16011

Orlando, FL 328160111

Please include your name and date of birth
with any email requests. If a Social Security
Number (SSN) appears on the waiver
request, please black out all but the last four
digits for security purposes.

If using the Common App, submit the fee
waiver through the Common App website.
Submit your application without payment.
The waivercan be faxed to 904-620-2414,
emailed to admissions@unf.eduy or mailed
to:

1 UNF Drive

Jacksonville, FL 32224.

Submit application without payment. Mail fee
waiver to address listed on application
screen, email to admissions@usf.edy or fax
to 813-974-9689.

Selectmail in payment option. Then send
waivers to UWF via email, or regular mail, or
drop it off in person.
Email:admissions@uwf.edu

Mail to:

UWEF Undergraduate Admissions
11000 University Pkwy.

Bldg. 18

Pensacola,FL 32514

12


mailto:myapplicationdocs@ucf.edu
mailto:admissions@unf.edu
mailto:admissions@usf.edu
mailto:admissions@uwf.efu

Application Deadlines

School Name General Deadline Priority Deadline

Florida Atlantic April 1; rolling February 15 (priority admission deadline)
University (FAU) admission basis April 15 (early admission deadline)

Florida A&M University May 1 November 1 (university scholarship program
(FAMU) consideration)

Florida Gulf Coast March 1 November 1

University (FGCU)

Florida International April 1 December 1 (merit scholarship deadline)
University (FIU)

Florida Polytechnic March 1; rolling November 1

University admission basis December 1 (priority financial assistance and
scholarships)

Florida State University March 1; rolling November 1

(FSU) admission basis

New College of Florida April 1 November 1

University of Florida (UF) March 1 November 1

University of Central May 1

Florida (UCF)

University of North July 1; olling

Florida (UNF) admission basis

University of South April 1; rolling December 1 (priority admission

Florida (USF) admission basis consideration)
January 1 (piority financial aid deadline)
January 15 (scholarship consideration
deadline)

University of West June 1; rolling December 1 (priority admission/scholarship

Florida admission basis deadline)

February 15 (priority financial aid deadline)

13



Youdove Appli ed! Ne xt

Applying to college is an important step in continuing your education, but it is not the last step! Here
is what you will need to do next:

Finalize your application

A Make sure your application fee has been paid
A Make sure your transcripts have been sent

Apply for financial aid

A Create your FSA ID, the username and password tat you will need to log into the Federal
Student Aid website. Remember your password!
o0 You and your parent will each need to create your own FSA ID
o Go to fsaid.ed.govto get started.
A Complete the F ree Application for Federal Student Aid (F ~ AFSA).
0 The FAFSA opens on October 1 Submit your application as early as possible.
0 Some aid is on a firstcome, first-served basis The earlier you complete the FAFSA the
more likely you are to receive some forms of financial aid.
o Go to fafsa.gov to get started .
A Complete the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA)
o0 TheFFAA opens October 1
o0 Itis necessary to complete this application to receive state-funded grants and
scholarships, including Bright Futures
o Complete the FFAA atFloridaStudentFinancialAidsg.org
A Apply for grants and scholarships , which do not need to be paid back.
o Florida offers both need- and merit-based scholarships, including Bright Futures, First
Generation Matching Grant, and Florida Student Assistance Grant
o Some of these scholarships require that you complete the FFAA
o Research local scholarships through your education foundation, community foundation,
or by speaking with your school counselor. Also, check outFE CANGs Schol ar sh
Resources page

Get ready to go!

Accept an admission offer by May 1.

Attend new student orientation .

Sign up for housing and a meal plan (if you plan to live on campus).

Submityourhousi ng deposit by the deadline (check Yy
information) .

Get necessary supplies, like books, dorm room essentials, etc.

Register for classes if you did not already do so at student orientation.

Have a great first semester!

Dt v v >

P2l 2 2]
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https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
mailto:https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home
https://floridacollegeaccess.org/initiatives/local-scholarship-resources/
https://floridacollegeaccess.org/initiatives/local-scholarship-resources/

Paying for College

How do | Pay for College?






































































